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SUBJECT: POLITIKA INADVERTENTLY LINKED TO OSWALD FILM 

1 . A USIA REPRESENTATIVE IN NEW YORK INFORMED THE 
DEPARTMENT JULY 12 THAT PICTURES IN JULY 1 1 ISSUE OF 
TIME AND NEWSWEEK MAGAZINES PROMOTING A SOON TO BE RE- 
LEASED TV FILM, "THE TRIAL OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD."' DEPICTED 
OSWALD HOLDING A RIFLE IN ONE HAND AND A YUGOSLAV NEWS- 
PAPER IN THE OTHER. AP REPORTS THAT THE NEWSPAPER, 
POLITIKA, IS PREPARED TO FILE A LAWSUIT AGAINST LAURENCE 
SCHILLER WHO PRODUCED THE FILM UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
CHUCK FRIES PRODUCTIONS AND ABC TELEVISION. THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT HAS CONTACTED THE WASHINGTON BUREAU OF ABC 
TO ALERT THEM TO THE POTENTIAL LAWSUIT AND TO EXPRESS 
CONCERN OVER THE POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. 
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2. ADDITIONALLY, THE DEPARTMENT ON JULY 13 CONTACTED 
AN ATTORNEY FOR CHUCK FRIES PRODUCTION, WHO INDICATED 
THAT THE USE OF POLITIKA IN THE STILL PHOTO OF JOHN 
PLESCHETTE (WHO PORTRAYS OSWALD IN THE FILM) WAS AN 
UNINTENTIONAL ERROR. IN AN ATTEMPT TO RECTIFY THE 
MISTAKE, THE ATTORNEY HAS ALREADY SENT LETTERS TO 
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NEWSWEEK AND TIME, THE ONLY TWO MAGAZINES TO RECEIVE 

COPIES OF THE STILL, EXPRESSING REGRET AND STATING CATE- 
GORICALLY THAT THE FILM IN NO WAY INSINUATES THAT YUGO- 
SLAVIA WAS LINKED WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD. CHUCK FRIES 
PRODUCTIONS IS ALSO SEEKING TO CONTACT YUGOSLAV OFFICIALS 
IN NEW YORK TO APOLOGIZE FOR ANY EMBARRASSMENT WHICH 
THEIR OVERSIGHT CREATED. THE SPOKESMAN FOR CHUCK FRIES 
SAID THAT "EVERY REASONABLE EFFORT" WOULD BE MADE TO 
ASSUAGE THE YUGOSLAVS. VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FILMS, LITIGATION, THE PRESS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 1 4-Jul-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 64248 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: SDIXON:DJW 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770251-0509 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770756/aaaabwsg.tel 

Line Count: 72 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7d75566b-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1858561 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POLITIKA INADVERTENTLY LINKED TO OSWALD FILM 
TAGS: PFOR, SCUL, YO, US, (OSWALD, LEE HARVEY) 

To: BELGRADE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7d75566b-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



